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was entrusted with a journey to Italy. There they
already knew Goring from his emigre days. From these
April days td the joint action in Spain of the Italian-
German axis there runs an unbroken chain of negotia-
tions for an alliance between the two countries.
Although differences on the Austrian and the East
African questions often ruffled the harmony between
the two partners, Goring did everything to persuade
Mussolini to join in common activities. It was likely
that events in Germany would strengthen the Radical
parties in France : the people's front was throwing
its shadow before it; and Goring persuaded Mussolini
that France was an unreliable partner for an Italian
alliance.

" But the great decision which is in question/' he
told Mussolini, " is the final settlement between the
swastika cross and the Soviet star, between dictatorship
and democracy."

For Goring the democracies were not a match for
the dictatorships in a real fight. This Europe to-day
was rotten ; it could not stand up to an onslaught by
the dictatorships. Mussolini could take his booty in
Abyssinia without fear ; the Germans would give him
willing support in this. When the Germans, in their
turn, should demand Austria and Czechoslovakia and
throw off all their fetters in Europe, then they would
get help in turn from Mussolini.

But the negotiations between Goring and Mussolini
were harder than was expected : Mussolini, who had
gone through the Marxist and the Machiavellian
schools, was a diplomat. He made promises and
sought to assure his influence in Austria, but would
not enter into any fixed plans. It was against the